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WordPerfect 
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Gets Several Refinements 


By Doug and Denise Green 
Review Board 

When most firms upgrade a product from 
Version 1.0 to 1.1, users usually get a few 
bug fixes and maybe a bit more printer 
support, but nothing to get excited about. 
Not so with Word Perfect Corp. 

The upgrade of Word Perfect for the 
Apple II from Version 1.0 to 1.1 made a 
quick, feature-laden program faster and 
even more feature laden. For those doing 
extensive word processing on the Apple 
II, Word Perfect 1.1 is the program to use. 
And at $179, it’s a hell of a buy. 

FEATURES: Numerous small im- 
provements have been added to Version 
1.1 of Word Perfect. (See our review of 
Version 1.0, “Word Perfect for Apple II 
Recommended for Its Features,” Sep- 
tember 9, 1985.) Major additions include 
a new Install System utility, which makes 
it easier to set up and use a random-access 
memory (RAM) disk for Word Perfect, 
and a spelling checker, which was in- 
cluded only in the later copies of Version 
1.0. The new release also includes a handy 
File Recovery utility in case the power 
fails. The program code has been rewritten 
to make it twice as fast in operation, the 
firm claims. 

Word Perfect comes on three 514-inch 
double-sided floppy disks and uses Pro- 
DOS. Your computer must have 128K of 
RAM, and if you have an Apple He, you’ll 
need an 80-column card. Although the 
program will run on a system with one 
disk drive, most users will want a second 
disk drive. Because of the program’s size, 


you should consider using an 800K Uni- 
disk 3.5 or a hard disk drive. Otherwise, 
expect to do a lot of disk swapping or be 
ready to do complicated system modifica- 
tions to limit file size. 

Word Perfect for the Apple II lacks some 
features found in the renowned IBM ver- 
sion (“Word Perfect 4.1: The Best Im- 
proved,” November 4, 1985), such as a 
larger speller, indexing, dual document 
processing, sorting, and multiple col- 
umns. Despite these omissions, Word Per- 
fect’s editing and formatting features are 
so extensive that we cannot mention them 
all in the space we have here. If we don’t 
mention a feature that you like, Word Per- 
fect probably has it. 

Editing features include search and re- 
place, word wrap, and cutting and copying 
blocks of text. Word Perfect’s options for 
page formatting include text centering, 
headers, footers, footnotes, superscripts, 
subscripts, half spacing, strikeovers, page 
numbering, and underlining. 

You can print all or part of a document 
in various fonts and pitches, depending 
on your printer’s capabilities. And Word 
Perfect lets you continue working while a 
document is printing. Version 1.1 also en- 
ables many printers to produce true prop- 
ortional spacing. 

A Binding Width feature shifts text to 
the right on odd-number pages and to the 
left on even-number pages, so you have 
room to bind the pages into a book or 
loose-leaf binder. Another feature pre- 
vents widows and orphans from being 
printed. 

If you do not have a clock in your com- 
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InfoWorld reviews only finished, produc- 
tion versions of products, never beta test 
versions. 

Excellent/5 Symbols/9 - 10: 

Tops in its class 

Very Good/4 Symbols/7 - 8.9: 

Offers special benefits 
Satisfactory/3 Symbols/5 - 6.9: 

Meets essential criteria 
Poor/2 Symbols/3 - 4.9: 

Falls short in essential areas 
Unacceptable/1 Symbol/1 - 2.9: 

Fails to meet minimum standards 



WordPerfect Dictionary 

ng?! WordPerfect dictionary automatically looks for any typo you 
have made, characters that have been letf out of the word, and 
and characters that have been added actsidentaly . Possible 
choices are listed immediately for the misspelling. It also 
provides utilities for custom tailoring a dictionary to the 
specific needs of the user. 

The dictionary is supplied with approximately 50,000 words 
and the user can add as many new words as he or she wishes 
(until the disk is full of course). 


A Tea B Tech C Ted 
D Tee E Tel F Ten 
G The 


Select word or menu option (0 = continue). 

Not Found! 1 Skip once; 2 Skip; 3 Add word; 4 Edit; 5 Look up; 


WordPerfect , Version 1.1, a feature-laden word processor for the Apple II, includes a 
50,000-word dictionary that checks words, pages, and documents on-screen. 


puter, you can set the time and date from 
the keyboard. You can date stamp your 
files and insert the date or time into docu- 
ments. 

Whenever possible, Word Perfect tries 
to make the screen look like the printed 
page. This gives the screen a clean, easy- 
to-read look. If you must know where all 
of the imbedded formatting characters re- 
ally are, you can display them using the 
codes option. 

Word Perfect works with every printer 
that we’ve ever heard of, and even some 
we haven’t. The menu you use to select 
printer type has 30 options, some of which 
include multiple printers. If Word Perfect 
does not support your printer, you must 
have a strange bird, indeed. 

The same is true for printer interface 
cards. You can configure the program for 
multiple printers if you routinely use more 
than one. 

Unlike many other Apple II word pro- 
cessing programs, Word Perfect includes 
its own 50,000-word spelling checker. It 
features on-screen checking of words, 
pages, or documents; does a lookup for 
word matching patterns; checks for double 
word occurrences (for example, “the 
the”); and gives a total word count. 

Word Perfect’s macro feature is ex- 
tremely helpful because it lets you create 
commands that simplify routine tasks. You 
can define macros to include any combina- 
tion of keystrokes that you use for entering 
text and commands. 

While testing this product, we used sev- 
eral computer configurations, including 
an Apple lie with a Unidisk 3.5 and a He 
with two 5 ] /4-inch disk drives and an Apple 
memory expansion card. We tested both 
the Imagewriter I and II dot-matrix print- 
ers. 


PERFORMANCE: The only way to 
pack so many features into 128K of mem- 
ory is to keep on disk most of the file 
being edited. Naturally, Word Perfect will 
slow down a bit because of the over-lays, 
but this drop-off in speed is surprisingly 
small. We never had to stop typing to let 
the program catch up with us. 

Word Perfect Corp. says that it rewrote 
the program code for Version 1.1, making 
it significantly faster than its predecessor. 
And after testing the IBM and Apple II 
versions side by side, we found both ver- 
sions to be remarkably similar in speed in 
most operations. 

The advantage of a program that keeps 
its excess data on disk is that its files are 
not limited by memory size. As a result, 
Word Perfect files can be much larger than 
files created by other word processors on 
the Apple II line, which typically have 
about 40K of RAM available for the docu- 
ment after loading the program. With 
Word Perfect, you can have documents as 
large as your available disk space. With 
floppy drives, you will pay more of a per- 
formance penalty with Word Perfect than 
with other word processors, especially as 
files get larger. Hard drives will be 
speedier. Using added memory such as a 
RAM disk will give Word Perfect perfor- 
mance comparable to the fastest word pro- 
cessors. 

Even on a dual floppy system, we found 
Word Perfect acceptably fast when acces- 
sing the drives. In other features, Word 
Perfect offers performance benefits. For 
example, as you become familiar with the 
macro features and develop your own li- 
brary of time-saving commands, you will 
enjoy better performance. 

Word Perfect offers more features than 
both Applewriter and Appleworks, while 


also permitting your files to be much 
larger. On top of all this, Word Perfect is 
nearly as fast as the competition. This ap- 
pears to be the most powerful word proces- 
sor on the Apple II. We rate performance 
as excellent. 

DOCUMENTATION: Version 1.1 
sports a rewritten manual. For easy refer- 
ence, the 395-page manual is neatly di- 
vided into eight color-coded sections: Get- 
ting Started, Learning, Reference, Spel- 
ler, Special Features, Merge, Appendixes, 
and Glossary /Index. 

The documentation is generally well- 
written, and the more complicated topics 
of macros and merging are clearly 
explained. 

The 128-page Learning section consists 
primarily of tutorials. This part includes 
many examples and numerous sample data 
files, making it a thorough introduction to 
the program. It’s not perfect, though. At 
one point the screen illustration did not fit 
with the instructions contained on the 
same page. Although we were able to pro- 
ceed with the lessons, this was a bit con- 
fusing. 

On-line help is also available, offering 
a quick reference to all of Word Perfect’s 
command options. 

The manual’s Getting Started section, 
which describes how to set up a hard disk 
drive or a Unidisk 3.5, is weak. It assumes 
that you have your proDOS manual close 
by, and if you are not familiar with Pro- 
DOS, you may require more support than 
the WordPerfect manual offers. A big help 
would be a diagram showing the various 
subdirectories and the files they should 
contain. Some needed definitions are 
given in Appendix C, but these would have 
been more helpful had they been covered 
in the Getting Started chapter. 

Another relatively minor problem is that 
at one point the manual instructed us to 
use a Cancel key, which the Apple 
keyboard does not have. Only later did 
the manual mention that the Open Apple 
and 1 keys function together as a Cancel 
key. 

Despite these shortcomings, the Word 
Perfect documentation is better than most. 
The extensive tutorial, good on-line help, 
and quick-reference card earn it a very 
good rating. 

EASE OF LEARNING: The rewards 
of learning Word Perfect are great, but 
they do not come easily. (Keep in mind 
that the quick-reference card is four pages 
long.) With so many options to choose 
from, you must be prepared to spend sev- 
eral hours with the tutorials and more time 
practicing with sample files. Macros and 
merging are made as simple as can be 
expected, but don’t try these features until 
you are familiar with the product. 

We experienced some problems instal- 
ling the programs on a Unidisk 3.5 when 



using a non-ProDOS utility. This is not a 
problem if you use the Apple ProDOS 
utilities for file management. We strongly 
advise all users to study the ProDOS man- 
ual before using this word processor, or a 
simple matter such as saving and retriev- 
ing files can be confusing. 

If you have experience with word pro- 
cessing and ProDOS, you should find little 
to complain about. But Word Perfect is a 
complex program, and it does require a 
working knowledge of ProDOS. Balanc- 
ing this is the tutorial, which as mentioned 
above, is quite good and will get even 
novices up and running with the program. 
We rate ease of learning as satisfactory. 

EASE OF USE: If you have used Pro- 
DOS and have the patience to spend more 
than a few hours learning a new product, 
you will find Word Perfect easy to use. 

The many options are usually accessed 
by using the Apple keys or the Control 
key. Both a keyboard template and quick- 
reference card help to simplify the com- 
mands. Cursor control involves the usual 
arrow keys, but you can speed things up 
with scrolling commands or a Go To com- 
mand that moves the cursor to a specific 
character or page. 

We’ve already mentioned the program’s 
macro feature, which makes it much 
quicker to do routine tasks or jobs that 
require many keystrokes. You can place 
the names of macros in another macro or 
use the name of a macro within itself. You 
can even set the macro so that it will check 
for a condition and then act accordingly. 

As you become familiar with the macro 
feature, you can use it to speed up Word 
Perfect considerably. 

The sometimes tedious process of set- 
ting up a RAM disk and copying files into 
it has been simplified by the addition of 
the new Install System utility. It lets you 
use most of the popular expanded memory 
cards. Even though Word Perfect is a fea- 
ture-laden program, its macro capability 
is a considerable bonus, earning it a very 
good rating. 

ERROR HANDLING: Word Perfect 
reminds you to save files and gives approp- 
riate error messages when needed. The 
manual also lists and defines the error mes- 
sages. New in Version 1.1 is a utility to 
help you recover portions of any document 
that you may have temporarily lost during 
a power failure or system crash. Since 
Word Perfect uses disk space as an exten- 
sion of RAM, you can usually avoid losing 
all of your work; you would lose at most 
only a few screens of data. 

Some users might be confused by the 
normally invisible formatting codes. If 
your cursor is to the right of a code and 
you press the Delete key, you will see a 
prompt. For example, with underlined 
text, the prompt reads “Delete [Undrln](Y/ 
N) N.” 



W ith WordPerfect , 
you can have 
documents as large 
as your disk space. 

It is also confusing when you use an 
arrow key to move through these codes. 
Since these formatting codes are treated 
the same as visible characters, you have 
to press an arrow key to move through 
them. This results in the cursor standing 
still when it arrives at a code even though 
you have pressed the arrow key. 

We were able to hang the system when 
we tried to print a file using the incorrect 
combination of printer and interface card. 
We also got garbage printed out when 
using the setting for the Apple Super Serial 
card at 9,600 bits per second (bps). We 
corrected the situation by lowering the bps 
rate to 1,200 and changing a switch setting 
in the Imagewriter II printer. The support 
staff at Word Perfect explained that this 
problem was caused by the buffering capa- 
bility of the Apple Super Serial card along 
with the demands of such a feature-laden 
program. 

However, these problems are more than 
overcome by the good screen prompts, 
helpful error messages, and extremely 
handy recover utility. We rate error hand- 
ling as very good. 

SUPPORT: The program disks are not 
copy-protected, so there is no problem 
with making backups or installing them 
on a hard disk. Registered users may re- 
place defective disks at no charge within 
90 days of purchase. When we called for 
support (not toll free), the support staff 
member who answered the phone was also 
able to handle our questions. She was 
knowledgeable about the product and 
about the specific hardware that we were 
using. We were treated to a high level of 
expertise without too much jargon. Phone 
support is available from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mountain time. 

Word Perfect also has a bulletin board 
where you can leave questions and read 
comments and answers provided to other 
users. This bulletin board runs on a single 
IBM PC XT with a hard drive and uses 
Fidonet software; only one person can call 
at a time, and we found it to be rather 
busy. When we called, we usually had to 
put our system on continuous callback for 
five to 10 minutes just to log on. Once we 
had logged on, our questions were 
answered quickly, and we found the other 
comments to be interesting. 


Those who bought version 1.0 before 
June 1 can buy Version 1.1 for $30. The 
upgrade is free for those who bought 1.0 
after June 1. 

Because of the non-protected software, 
the fine telephone support, the bulletin 
board, and the low-cost upgrade, we rate 
support as very good. 

VALUE: If you demand a lot from a 
word processing package and are still de- 
termined to use an Apple II, look no 
further than Word Perfect. The Apple II 
version may not have some of the ad- 
vanced features that the MS-DOS version 
has — such as outlining and indexing— but 
at $179, it costs $316 less than the MS- 
DOS version. 

Word Perfect is also a good buy when 
compared with competing Apple II prog- 
rams. It offers many more features than 
Applewriter ($149), PFS Write ($125), or 
the word processor in Appleworks ($250). 
You’ll also have to pay extra with these 
programs to get a speller or merge capabil- 
ity. 

It also may prove to be a better value 
than lower price products with fewer fea- 
tures that you may outgrow, such as Word 
Handler II ($99), Screenwriter II ($125), 
and Letteiperfect ($99). 

Word Perfect gives you what is simply 
the top word processor on the Apple II 
line in terms of features and power. Even 
those doing serious word processing won’t 
outgrow this one. This program gives you 
an amazing amount of horsepower for the 
dollar. We rate it an excellent value. 


Summary 


WordPerfect packs more word processing 
features into the 128K Apple II system 
than you would think possible. Features 
include macros, merging, unlimited file 
size, print spooling, a 50, 000- word spel- 
ler, and capatibility to read Appleworks, 
Applewriter, and text files without losing 
formatting. It’s also surprisingly fast for 
a disk-based system. Not copy-protected. 


Product Details 


List price, $179. Version tested (1.1) avail- 
able for the Apple He and lie (versions 
available for IBM PC and compatibles). 
Requires 128K of RAM, ProDOS, 80-col- 
umn card, one disk drive (second drive 
recommended). WordPerfect Corp., 288 
West Center St., Orem, UT 84057; 
(801)227-4000. 


Doug Green is director of computer ser- 
vices for a New York state school district 
and has also taught computer program- 
ming. Denise Green is an educational 
computer consultant and teaches com- 
puter use to adults. 
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